'IRAQ,
the country's desire for British control of the national destiny, i
The Acting Civil Commissioner's telegrams, including one
received from him on May I5th,2 and the Bonham-Carter Com-
mittee Report itself were considered by the Interdepartmental
Committee on May lyth. In face of the strong objections made
by the Acting Civil Commissioner and by the Baghdad Com-
mittee, the London Committee agreed that the second part of
the announcement should be withheld.
The Committee was not so ready to recommend the Bonham-
Carter proposals, which had been undergoing a close scrutiny
in both the India Office and the Foreign Office, for immediate
announcement in Baghdad as Great Britain's policy for
constitutional government in 'Iraq, as the Acting Civil
Commissioner urged.
The proposals, to the Interdepartmental Committee, seemed
10 set up a government based on an 'Anglo-Indian' ideal,
whereas the Committee believed in something more approach-
ing an 'Indian State' ideal. Lord Curzon pointed out that the
'proposed constitution was not an Arab Government inspired
and helped by British advice, but a British Government
infused with Arab elements to a gradually increasing extent'.
Mr. Montagu went further and suggested that the Mandate
should be exercised in the form of a treaty with the people of
the country rather than in accordance with a mandate
document.3
The criticisms were not from Whitehall officials who had no
personal knowledge of the country, its people or its administra-
tive difficulties. Major H. W. Young, Secretary to the Inter-
departmental Committee, who had served both in Mesopo-
tamia and in Western Arabia, believed that the necessary
1 Wilson, op. at, p. 212; so also was regarded the later decision of the Basra
Council, June 22nd, 1920; Admin Report, Basra Division, 1920, pp. 2-3; Wilson,
op. cit., p. 265.
- Telegram No. 5803, Civil Commissioner to S/S for India, May isth, 1920.
^Major Sir H. W. Young maintains that he himself had already proposed the
policy a month and a half earlier: op. cit., p. 313.
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